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Introduction to the Vérité Project

Vision and Mission
The Vérité project began in 1985, founded by a group of Aurovilians who wanted to explore the following questions:

1. What does it mean to live, learn, work, heal, and develop integrally?
2. How does the pursuit of integral living facilitate connection with the psychic being?
3. How can we collaborate in and share this research with all of Auroville and also with the larger world?
The uniqueness of the Vérité experiment is in the synergistic interdependence of its diverse aspects and activities, and how that specific role contributes to the experimental community of Auroville. For over 28 years, the Vérité project has been based on research, development and integration of:

Sustainable infrastructure

· organic garden and orchard
· renewable energy systems and waste water management
· appropriate building technologies and facilities for programming, guest house, kitchen, health treatments, residences, library, etc.
Diverse levels of participation

· residents
· guests
· volunteers/interns
· employees from the villages
· Aurovilian staff
· Aurovilian program participants and clients 
Management

· conscious organizational development practices
Integral learning

· various classes, workshops, programs, trainings, conferences, etc.
· participation/internships in garden, kitchen, programming activities
Health and healing

· organic, whole foods kitchen
· drug-free, alcohol-free, smoke-free lifestyle
· health and healing treatments, classes and trainings
Spirituality

· transformative practices related to Sri Aurobindo and the Mother's teachings
Vérité Residents and Non-Residential Staff
There are currently 14 residents in Vérité, from Austria, France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, India, Russia, South Africa and the United States. Some residents work primarily in Vérité and some primarily work elsewhere in Auroville. Several non-resident Aurovilians work either full-time or part-time in Vérité, as managers, administrators, teachers and therapists/practitioners. Vérité also employs 18 local villagers who work daily in the kitchen, housekeeping, garden and maintenance departments, and 2 Nepali watchmen. 

The Departments
Guest House: The purpose is to provide a place for meaningful exchange between Auroville and the larger world.

Programming: The purpose is to offer opportunities for learning to take place for Auroville, and facilitating the exchange of “discoveries from without and within”.

Maintenance: The focus is on research, experimentation, demonstration and education regarding sustainable building and energy principles.

Organic, Ayurvedic Kitchen and Dining Room:  The purpose is to provide healthy food as a basis for an integral life.

Organic Garden and Orchard:  The focus is on demonstrating and continuously improving the intensive production of organic produce throughout all seasons of the year.

Finances: The purpose is to implement a transparent and synergistic economic model, in which the combination of guest house, organic garden, programs and treatments generates contributions to cover project expenses and channel surplus to the Auroville’s Central Fund.

Vérité “Active Participation” Opportunities 

Auroville, South India 

Vérité offers a variety of work-exchange opportunities. To learn more, please read the attached FAQs. To request an application or more information, e-mail verite@auroville.org.in
Prospective Intern FAQs
What kinds of internships are offered in Vérité? 
Depending on your skills, qualifications and interests (and Vérité’s needs), we’ll develop personalized agreements regarding your responsibilities. Tasks might include: teaching classes, providing health-related treatments, hands-on work (in kitchen, garden, or maintenance departments), attending meetings, technical or administrative assistance, or developing teaching/training/public relations/fundraising materials for any aspect of the Vérité project. 

When are internships available?
Internships can be arranged throughout the year, depending upon Vérité’s needs and the intern’s abilities/interests. Auroville’s busy season is from December-March, but as we have limited guest rooms, our ability to host interns during those months depends upon room availability. May is typically our retreat month, and summers are rather slow and quiet. Regardless of when the internship begins and ends, the minimum time commitment for all internships is 30 hours per week for 2 months.
If there is no room availability in Vérité, are there other work-exchange options if I stay elsewhere in Auroville?
Yes! We need teachers and therapists (yoga teachers and massage therapists as well as other health practitioners and workshop facilitators), especially from December through March, the time when our guest rooms tend to be full. While foreign guests are legally prohibited from earning income in India, a share of the income generated from those activities can be channeled to your Auroville guest house to offset your living expenses. 
What is the financial arrangement for an internship if I do live in Vérité?
In exchange for your active participation, you will receive a reduction on the rate of living in Vérité as follows:
· 30 hours per week, 75% reduction
· 40 hours per week, 100% reduction 
What amenities are included in Vérité’s internship agreement? 
Rates include three organic, vegetarian meals each day as well as laundry service three times a week. As an intern you’re welcome to participate in Vérité’s classes and some workshops (during your free time) at a reduced contribution rate. You’ll also have use of Vérité’s guest lounge (open 24 hours) and lending library. Vérité offers a rare experience of living and working in a small but diverse intentional community, while also having the opportunity to interact with many visitors and guests from all over the world.  

This all sounds great! What’s next?

Please fill in the application form and return to verite@auroville.org.in

